68   TRADITIONAL STYLES IN HOUSES

THE SPANISH CONTRIBUTION

Spain has developed a type of domestic architecture designed to
make living pleasant in a warm, dry climate. The houses arc usu-
ally built with arcaded porches around three sides of the open
patios, which serve as living rooms and work rooms. Low tiled
roofs with broad overhang protect the tinted stucco walls. Beau-
tiful ironwork and colorful tiles are characteristic features of dec-
oration. All the floors, including the patio, are paved with brick
or tile.

The Spanish type of house was brought by Cortez and his fol-
lowers to Mexico, including what is now the southwestern part of
the United States. These Spanish Colonial houses were simple,
however, owing to unskilled Indian labor and crude materials such
as large sun-dried adobe bricks for walls, and poles and hand-made
tiles for roofs. The patio floors were usually just swept earth.
The missions, which were of the same style and materials as the
houses, also enclosed patios with beautiful gardens.

A great revival of the Spanish Colonial style occurred in the
semi-tropical parts of the United States in the present century.
See page 75 for examples. Unfortunately an excessive number of
both small and large houses of Spanish derivation have been built
here, because the style has seemed so appropriate in certain sections.
A reaction against the style has arisen since many inadequate inter-
pretations of the original houses have appeared. It is recognised,
however, that, when designed with taste, Spanish Colonial houses
have special charm. Some of the most important and most beau-
tiful dwellings of this type are to be found on the hills of Santa
Barbara, California. Among the more modest examples of this
style are the delightful, informal, rambling ranch houses built"
around the inevitable courtyards and surrounded by olive, fig,
lemon, or orange trees. These ranch houses were usually inspired
by the unpretentious farm homes of Spain, Mexico, New Mexico,
Texas, and California.

The Monterey style is a special type built by carpenters who
had come from New England to California, See page 194, They
combined Atlantic coast styles with Pacific coast materials and
ideas. This interesting type of Spanish Colonial architecture is
having some influence in semi-tropical sections of the country*